
 

Special Education provides services, supports, programs, and dedicated placements or 

environments to help each student achieve their full potential. Students who receive special 

education services often have needs that will require additional support both inside and outside 

the classroom.  

Special education is governed by New York State Regulations and the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), a federal law that defines special education as “specifically 

designed instruction to meet the unique needs of a child with a disability”. In order to be eligible 

for special education services, a student’s performance in school must be negatively impacted by 

a specific physical, social/emotional, or learning disability. The services that a child with a 

disability receives are determined based on their specific, individual needs.  

 

Determining that a child has a disability is often a very complex task. There are many 

steps in that determination that are in place in order to provide the most individualized program 

possible for each student’s needs. The process in that determination includes evaluations, 

collection of data, and the gathering of the student’s developmental history.  

Step 1: Initial Referral for Special Education Services 

Students who are suspected of having a disability are referred to the Committee on 

Special Education or the Committee for Preschool Special Education depending on their age. 

The student’s parent must provide consent for evaluations to be completed on their child.  

Step 2: Individual Evaluation Process 

The school based team including the school psychologist, a special education teacher, and 

at times other professionals performs evaluations on the child to assess the student’s abilities and 

needs. The psychological evaluation includes determining a student’s ability. The special 

education teacher’s evaluation determines how a child is performing academically. Evaluations 

are scheduled during the school day in cooperation with the child’s classroom teacher.  



Step 3: Determining Eligibility for Special Education Services 

A Committee for Special Education (CSE) or Committee for Preschool Special Education 

(CPSE) meeting is held to review the evaluation data and determine if the child has a disability. 

The CSE or CPSE are comprised of a chairperson, the members of the school based team that 

have performed evaluations on the child, a general education teacher, and the parents of the 

student. At the CSE or CPSE, the evaluations will be reviewed and the information gathered will 

be shared with the Committee. The Committee will work together as a team to determine if the 

student does in fact have a disability and if so what type of disability. 

Step 4: Developing an Individual Education Program (IEP) 

If it is determined that the child does have a disability, the Committee will work together 

to develop and Individual Education Program (IEP) for that particular student. The IEP will be 

developed based on the evaluation results to meet the needs of that student. The IEP will include 

specific class placement, related services (if necessary), and goals for that student to work 

towards.  

After the development of an initial IEP, the IEP is reviewed at least yearly to make sure 

that the student’s needs are being met and to change and/or modify the program as necessary. A 

complete reevaluation of the student is completed every three years.  

Through this process, comprehensive information about the student is gathered, and the 

needs of the student are best met. Parents are an integral part of the educational process, and we 

welcome your involvement in this process.  


